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§404.23

§404.23 How will Reclamation deter-
mine whether you or your con-
tractor is qualified to conduct an
appraisal investigation or a feasi-
bility study?

If you are requesting funding under
§404.11(b) to conduct an appraisal in-
vestigation or a feasibility study your-
self or though a contractor, Reclama-
tion will evaluate whether you, your
technical staff, or contractor are quali-
fied to perform the appraisal investiga-
tion or feasibility study based on their
demonstrated qualifications and expe-
rience in performing or managing simi-
lar activities. Areas of expertise needed
may include, but are not limited to,
water management planning, engineer-
ing, hydrology, biology, demography,
finance, and economics.

§404.24 How will Reclamation deter-
mine whether it is cost-effective for
me or my contractor to conduct the
appraisal investigation or feasi-
bility study?

Reclamation will take the following
steps to determine whether it is cost-
effective for you or your contractor to
conduct the appraisal investigation or
feasibility study:

(a) Reclamation will review and
evaluate the reasonableness of your
full proposal, including the scope of
work, the estimated costs, anticipated
work schedule, and products to be de-
livered;

(b) At its discretion, Reclamation
may also choose to prepare an inde-
pendent government cost estimate to
analyze whether it would be more cost-
effective for Reclamation to complete
the appraisal investigation or feasi-
bility study;

(c) Reclamation will notify you in
writing of its determination regarding
the cost-effectiveness of your proposal
and the basis for its decision.

§404.25 How can I request Reclama-
tion to review an appraisal inves-
tigation or feasibility study that
was not completed under this pro-
gram?

(a) To request Reclamation to review
an appraisal investigation or feasi-
bility study that was not completed
under this program as provided under
§404.11(c), you must submit the ap-
praisal investigation or feasibility
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study to your local Reclamation office
with a cover letter requesting Rec-
lamation to review it.

(b) Your cover letter must address
the eligibility criteria set forth in
§§404.6 and 404.7 and the prioritization
criteria in §404.13.

(c) You may make your submittal at
any time and are not required to sub-
mit a statement of interest in response
to the program announcement, as re-
quired for requests to conduct an ap-
praisal investigation or feasibility
study under §404.11(a) or (b).

§404.26 Must an appraisal investiga-
tion be completed before I can re-
quest Reclamation to review a fea-
sibility study that was not com-
pleted under this program?

In general, Reclamation must review
an appraisal investigation and prepare
an appraisal report recommending that
a feasibility study be conducted before
Reclamation can review a feasibility
study completed without Reclamation
assistance under §404.11(c). However,
Reclamation may review a feasibility
study without first reviewing and ap-
proving an appraisal investigation, if
Reclamation determines that:

(a) No appraisal investigation was
prepared for the project;

(b) The feasibility study satisfies the
appraisal criteria set forth in §404.44;
and

(c) Reclamation documents these
findings in the feasibility report.

§404.27 How will Reclamation evalu-
ate my request to review an ap-
praisal investigation or feasibility
study completed without the sup-
port of Reclamation?

(a) Upon receipt of your submittal,
Reclamation will apply the eligibility
criteria in §§404.6 and 404.7 and the
prioritization criteria in §404.13, to de-
termine whether the appraisal inves-
tigation or feasibility study is eligible
to be reviewed under the program. Rec-
lamation will notify you in writing of
the outcome of this determination.

(b) If the proposed appraisal inves-
tigation or feasibility study is eligible
for review, Reclamation will evaluate
the investigation or study in accord-
ance with the process set forth in
§404.43, for an appraisal investigation,
or §404.48, for a feasibility study.
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